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Dear Safefood-Online users, 

 

In the new issue of our Safefood Online Newsletter we discuss further changes in maximum 

residue levels (MRLs) for pesticides as well as the planned maximum levels for delta-9-tetra-

hydrocannabinol (delta 9-THC) in hemp seeds and products made thereof. In the evaluation of 

the notifications in Safefood Online, we have also included the countries of origin. As usual, 

you will find interesting links on the topics of food safety and food fraud. 

 

We hope that this issue of the Safefood-Online Newsletter will also be of interest to you and, 

of course, we welcome your opinion, as this is the only way we can improve. 

 

Your Safefood-Online Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Notifications in Safefood Online: March 2022 

Compared to February 2022 (354 notifications), the Safefood-Online database recorded sig-

nificantly more notifications in March 2022 with an increase of 130 to 484 notifications. 

 

Note: The comparison only takes into account the RASFF notifications, as the notifications 

from the EU Monthly Food Fraud Summary Report are not available before the middle of the 

following month. 

 

Most notifications were again in the product group fruit, vegetables and pulses with 123 noti-

fications, of which 63 were on chlorpyrifos (with chlorpyrifos-ethyl and chlorpyrifos-methyl). 

Dietary foods, food supplements and fortified foods (48 notifications) and nuts, nut products 

and seeds (47 notifications) were in second and third place: 
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The evaluation by product gives the following figure: 

 

 
 

Food supplements remain in first place in the TOP 10 by product with 36 notifications. Pea-

nuts are following with 20 notifications, lemons and grapefruits with 15 and 14 notifications. 

Except for two cases, the notifications for lemons and grapefruits are all due to chlorpyrifos. 
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Pesticides are by far in first place in the TOP 10 according to hazard categories with 142 noti-

fications: 66 cases were caused by chlorpyrifos and 30 cases by ethylene oxide/ 2-chloroetha-

nol). Pathogenic micro-organisms with 79 notifications and mycotoxins with 71 notifications 

are following in second and third place: 

 

 
 

The TOP 10 hazards results in the following order for March 2022: 
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Compared to February, notifications of chlorpyrifos increased again significantly in March 

and are in first place of the TOP 10 by hazard with 66 notifications (February: 44 notifica-

tions). Aflatoxins follow in second place with 62 notifications and in third place are notifica-

tions due to salmonella findings (50 notifications). In 4th place are notifications concerning 

ethylene oxide/ 2-chloroethanol (30 notifications). 

 

From this month on, you will also receive an evaluation of the notifications according to the 

country of origin: 

 

 
 

Most of the products with notifications in March 2022 came from Turkey (86 notifications). 

Especially lemons, grapefruits, mandarins, peppers and oranges were concerned - in nearly all 

cases the notifications were due to chlorpyrifos. 

 

2 Pesticides and Contaminants 

2.1 Maximum residue levels for pesticides 

 

On 25 March 2022, Regulation (EU) 2022/476 was published amending Annexes II, III and 

IV to Regulation (EC) 396/2005 as regards the maximum residue levels of: 

 

- acetic acid 

- azoxystrobin 

- benzovindiflupyr 

- cyntraniliprole 

- cyflufenamid 

- emamectin 
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32022R0476&qid=1648543804668&from=EN
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- flutolanil 

- lime sulphur 

- maltodextrin 

- proquinazid 

 

in or on certain products. 

 

For further information on the changes, please refer to the respective linked regulation texts. 

 

2.2 Maximum levels for delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol (delta-9-THC) in hemp seeds 

and products derived therefrom 

 

At EU level, there is a draft regulation amending Regulation (EC) 1881/2006 on maximum 

levels for delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol (delta9-THC): 

 

Draft regulation 

Annex 

 

The draft regulation is laying down the following maximum levels: 

 

Hemp seeds:       3.0 mg/kg THC 

hemp seeds, ground, (partly)     3.0 mg/ kgTHC 

defatted hemp seed and other  

products from hemp seeds, without hemp seed oil 

hemp seed oil       7.5 mg/ kg THC 

 

According to the current status, the new maximum levels for THC in hemp are to apply from 

01 January 2023. 

  

https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2022/SPS/EEC/22_2025_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2022/SPS/EEC/22_2025_01_e.pdf
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3 NEWS 

product/ issue content 

Food Fraud Fraudulent threats to food systems  

Food Safety Denmark: E. coli outbreak, three people died. Imported spring on-

ions were investigated as the source 

Food Safety Food Safety project between Eu and China ends after 4 years 

Food Safety Finland, Switzerland: recalls are rising 

Food Safety Antimicrobial Resistance in the EU 

Food Safety EFSA: The efficacy and safety of high-pressure processing of food 

Food Safety UK disagrees with EU position on titanium dioxide 

Food Fraud Ethichain-project: rapid DNA analysis to verify absence of un-

wanted species in vegan, halal and kosher foods  

Food Fraud IBM Blockchain Food Trust 

Food Fraud Tools for building a robust food defend plan 

Food Fraud Prevention of adulteration of saffron 

Food Safety Irish agency issues rice milk arsenic warning following consumer 

complaint 

Food Safety EU-wide adoption of THC limits 

Food Safety France: recall of frozen pizzas suggested to be linked to E. coli cases 

Food Fraud India: milk adulteration: 570 l milk destroyed 

Food Fraud Spain: illegal whiskey discovered 

Food Fraud Pakistan: 4.000 litres of fake energy drinks seized 

Food Fraud Preventing Food Fraud with sensors based on nanotechnology 

Food Fraud Singapore: supermarkets main source of seafood adulteration 

Food Safety EU Commission: Safeguarding food security and reinforcing the re-

silience of food systems 

Food Fraud Food Fraud and Ukraine war 

Food Fraud Pomegranate fruit juice adulteration with apple juice: detection by 

UV–visible spectroscopy combined with multivariate statistical 

analysis 

Food Fraud UK and Irish agencies warn of risks from fake chocolate bars 

Food Fraud Fighting Food Fraud 

Food Fraud Europol: Food Fraud is on the rise 

Food Safety EFSA: The 2020 European Union report on pesticide residues in 

food 

 

 

Please forward your suggestions, questions and requests regarding this newsletter directly to:  

 

info@safefood-online.de 

 

 

https://www.specialityfoodmagazine.com/news/fighting-fraudulent-threats-to-our-food-system
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2022/03/three-people-died-in-danish-e-coli-outbreak-dozens-more-infected/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2022/03/three-people-died-in-danish-e-coli-outbreak-dozens-more-infected/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2022/03/eu-and-china-food-safety-project-ends-after-4-years/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2022/03/finland-and-switzerland-see-food-recalls-rise/
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/antimicrobial-resistance-eueea-one-health-response
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2022-03/7128.pdf
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2022/03/uk-disagrees-with-eu-position-on-titanium-dioxide/
https://www.art21.lt/en/projects/item/ethichain.html
https://www.art21.lt/en/projects/item/ethichain.html
https://blockchainhealthcarereview.com/what-ibm-blockchain-food-trust/
https://www.foodengineeringmag.com/articles/100102-tools-for-building-a-robust-food-defense-plan
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2022/03/14/2402975/0/en/Bulletin-on-Adulteration-of-Saffron-and-Saffron-Extracts-Published-by-ABC-AHP-NCNPR-Botanical-Adulterants-Prevention-Program.html
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2022/03/irish-agency-issues-rice-milk-arsenic-warning-following-consumer-complaint/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2022/03/irish-agency-issues-rice-milk-arsenic-warning-following-consumer-complaint/
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2022/03/16/eu-wide-adoption-of-max-thc-limits-in-hemp-seed-foods-a-significant-win-for-sector?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=RSS
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2022/03/nestle-recalls-pizzas-as-officials-suggest-link-to-e-coli-cases-2-children-dead/
https://www.freepressjournal.in/mumbai/mumbai-milk-adulteration-racket-busted-570-litres-milk-destroyed-in-santacruz
https://theleader.info/2022/03/22/illegal-whiskey-valued-at-e20167-discovered-in-elche/
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/943856-4-000-litres-of-fake-energy-drinks-seized
https://www.azonano.com/article.aspx?ArticleID=6065
https://www.foodnavigator-asia.com/Article/2022/03/28/supermarkets-identified-as-main-source-of-seafood-adulteration-in-singapore
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/food-farming-fisheries/key_policies/documents/safeguarding-food-security-reinforcing-resilience-food-systems.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/food-farming-fisheries/key_policies/documents/safeguarding-food-security-reinforcing-resilience-food-systems.pdf
https://www.foodmanufacture.co.uk/Article/2022/03/28/Food-fraud-and-the-Ukraine-war
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-022-07979-7
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-022-07979-7
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-022-07979-7
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2022/03/uk-and-irish-agencies-warn-of-risks-from-fake-chocolate-bars/
https://www.asianscientist.com/2022/03/print/fighting-food-fraud/
https://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/news/europol-warns-food-fraud-on-the-rise-as-illicit-meat-seafood-and-expired-food-cases-increase.html
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2022.7215
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2022.7215
mailto:info@safefood-online.de
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Disclaimer: Despite careful content control we assume no liability for the content of external links. For the content of linked pages their oper-
ators are responsible. 

 

 

General use policies: 

 

1. The company safefood-online GmbH (in the following "safefood-online" called), Birkenweg.18 business address, D-68723 

Schwetzingen, operates under the Internet address www.safefood-online.de a website on the Internet, that provides information 

and communication. The object of the enterprise is the maintenance of an Internet database for the representation of risk assess-

ment and food safety. 

2. As a provider of a teleservice safefood-online personal information (details about personal or factual circumstances of an identi-

fied or identifiable person) will collect only so much or use as is necessary to execute the teleservice (stock data). The processing 
and use of inventory data for other purposes only if you as the user grant your express consent. Neither of us using the website is 

considered as consent, nor is the use of safefood-online-site of the issuance of your agreement. 

3. You have the right to have your consent to the storage, processing and use of your data at any time to revoke, effective for the 

future. The withdrawal may be made in writing or electronically. Do you want to withdraw your consent, please send an e-mail to 

info@ safefood-online.de 

4. Responsibility for Content 

a. safefood-online is to its own website content according to general laws. 

b. For third-party content that is hosted in the website to use, safefood-online is only responsible, it is aware of the con-

tents and the technical and reasonable possibility exists to prevent its use. 

c. Liability for external content, which is only accessible from our safefood-online, is excluded. The automatic and tem-

porary storage of external content due to user query is regarded as access mediation. We assume no liability or guaran-

tee for the content of Internet sites to which our website refers directly or indirectly. Visitors follow links to other web-

sites and homepages at their own risk and use them in accordance with the terms and conditions of those sites. 

d. Obligations to restrict the usage of illicit content according to general laws remains unaffected if safefood-online, 
while maintaining the secrecy of telecommunications pursuant to § 88 TKG of such contents and the bar is technically 

possible and reasonable. 

5. Legal Notices 
The company safefood-online strives to provide on this website is accurate and complete information available. However, it as-

sumes no liability or guarantee for the topicality, correctness and completeness of the information provided. We reserve the right, 

without prior notice, changes or additions to the information provided. 

6. Copyrights 

The content of this website is protected by copyright. Safefood-online visitors, however, granted the right to store on this website 

in whole or text and reproduce. For copyright reasons, the storage and reproduction of images or graphics on this site is prohib-

ited. 

 

 

 

 
safefood-online GmbH 

Birkenweg 18 

D-68723 Schwetzingen  
Phone: +49 (0) 62 02 / 92 36 97 

Fax: +49 (0) 62 02 / 92 36 96 

E-mail: info@safefood-online.com 
Internet: www.safefood-online.com 

 

Personally liable partner:  
Dr. Bernhard Müller 

 

Registered Office: Schwetzingen 
Commercial Register: Amtsgericht Mannheim, HRB 710365 

 

Sales tax identification number according to § 27a sales tax law: 
DE 274 106 454 

 

Responsible according to § 55 paragraph 2 RStV:  
Dr. Bernhard Müller 


