Safefood-Online

Identify risks and increase opportunities

Dear Safefood-Online users,

In April 2026, the EU Rapid Alert Sys-
tem recorded 528 new notifications.
The evaluation can be found under
point 1 in this newsletter.

Under ‘Latest news on residues and
contaminants’ (point 2), we report on
regulations and draft regulations
amending maximum residue levels
for pesticides. We also provide infor-
mation on new limit values for
glycidol and 3-MCPD in infant formula
and certain foods used in the manu-
facture of infant formula

News around food safety and food
fraud can be found under point 3.

The topic of the month point 4) is the
new option in the ‘Search’ module of
Safefood-Online for saving search
queries.

The “Anti-Deceptive Packaging Law”
in Austria

In Austria, the so-called “Anti-Decep-
tive Packaging Act” came into force
on April 1,2026. It is intended to pro-
vide consumers with greater transpar-
ency regarding ‘shrinkflation’ - the re-
duction in product volume while keep-
ing the price and packaging un-
changed. The law applies to busi-
nesses in the food and drugstore re-
tail sectors that offer goods for sale
to consumers. Premises with a sales
area of 400 m2 or less are excluded
from the obligations of this federal
law, provided that these premises are
not part of a company with more than
five branches. The labelling must be
clearly visible and remain in place for
at least 60 days.

In addition to unresolved questions
regarding practical implementation,
there is also criticism that, at EU level,
the area of misleading commercial
practices is harmonised by the unfair
business-to-consumer commercial
practices Directive. Therefore, the
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compatibility of the provisions of the
Anti-Shrinkflation Act with EU law re-
mains unclear.

We hope that also this issue of the
Safefood-Online Newsletter is inter-
esting for you and we are of course
looking forward to your opinion.

Your Safefood-Online Team


https://www.checkeverything.at/en/blog/shrinkflation-law-austria-2026
https://www.checkeverything.at/en/blog/shrinkflation-law-austria-2026
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32005L0029&qid=1778224423295
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32005L0029&qid=1778224423295
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32005L0029&qid=1778224423295

RASFF Notifications April 2026

The number of new RASFF-notifications in April was slightly
higher than in the previous two months:

= April 2026: 528
= March 2026: 487
= February 2026 362

The RASFF-notifications are divided as follows:

= Alert notifications: 137
= Border rejections: 153
= Information messages: 238

With 132 notifications, the product group vegetables and pulses is ranking first in the analysis by product category, fol-
lowed by the product categories nuts, seeds and products thereof and poultry meat and poultry meat products in second
and third place with 65 and 40 notifications:

RASFF-Notifications April 2026: Top 10 product categories
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According to products, dried figs topped the list in April with 34 notifications. In all cases, aflatoxins and ochratoxin A
were the reason for the notifications. All products originated from Tirkiye. Peanuts and food supplements followed in
second and third place with 21 and 20 notifications:
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RASFF-Notifications April 2026: Top 10 products
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When analysed by hazard category, pesticides are in first place with 180 cases of maximum residue limits being ex-
ceeded or unauthorised pesticides being detected. 2 notifications relating to vine leaves had 16 exceedances of maxi-
mum levels or detections of unauthorised pesticides. Pathogenic micro-organisms are with 118 notifications in second

place and mycotoxins with 90 notifications in third place:

RASFF-Notifications April 2026: Top 10 hazard categories
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In terms of hazards, salmonella ranks first with 76 notifications, followed by aflatoxins in second place with 56 notifica-

tions and Ochratoxin A with 32 notifications

RASFF-Notifications April 2026: Top 10 hazards
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Finally, the evaluation according to the country of origin of the products:

RASFF-Notifications April 2026: Top 10 countries of origin
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72 of the notifications concerned products from Tiirkiye. Poland and China are following with 39 and 28 notifications.
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2.

Update on pesticides and contaminants

Draft EU-Commission Regulation
as regards maximum residue lev-
els for alpha-cypermethrin and cy-
permethrin

The European Commission has published a proposal for a
regulation amending Annexes Il and Il to Regulation (EC)
No 396/2005 with regard to maximum residue levels for
alpha-cypermethrin and cypermethrin. The MRLs can be
found in the annex to the proposed regulation. The Regula-
tion is intended to be published in October 2026 and will
enter into force six months later.

New proposal at EU level to
change the maximum residue
level for difenoconazole

The European Commission has published a proposal for a
regulation amending Annexes Il and Il to Regulation (EC)
No 396/2005 with regard to maximum residue limits for
difenoconazole. The MRLs can be found in the annex to
the proposed regulation. The Regulation is intended to be
published in October 2026 and will enter into force six
months later.

The EU is lowering the maximum
levels of glycidol and 3-MCPD in
infant formula and certain foods
used in the manufacture of infant

The European Union has adopted a draft regulation setting
or reducing maximum levels for glycidyl fatty acid esters
(expressed as glycidol) and 3-monochloropropanediol (3-
MCPD) - the sum of 3-MCPD and 3-MCPD fatty acid es-
ters — in certain processed cereal-based foods for infants
and young children, as well as in vegetable oils and fats,
fish oils and oils from other marine organisms used in the
manufacture of these foods.

The new or amended maximum levels can be found in the
annex to the draft regulation.

The new maximum levels are to apply from January 1,
2027.

Maximum levels for furan and fu-
ran derivatives in cereal-based
foods for infants and young chil-
dren

In a draft regulation, the EU proposes to set maximum lev-
els for the sum of furan, 2-methylfuran and 3-methylfuran
in processed cereal-based foods for infants and young
children. The maximum levels can be found in the annex to
the draft regulation. The new regulations are set to come
into force on January 1, 2028.

Regulation (EU) 2026/742

Regulation (EU) 2026/742 of March 30, 2026 amends An-
nexes Il and Ill to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 with regard
to the maximum levels of cyfluenamide, fenazaquim and
nicotine in or on certain foodstuffs. For further information
on the new maximum levels, please refer to the linked text
of the Regulation.
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https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/SPS/EEC/26_01183_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/SPS/EEC/26_01183_02_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/SPS/EEC/26_01243_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/SPS/EEC/26_01243_02_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/SPS/EEC/26_01703_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/SPS/EEC/26_01703_01_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/SPS/EEC/26_01701_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/SPS/EEC/26_01701_01_e.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202600742&qid=1777450706064

yAll Update on pesticides and contaminants

Regulation (EU) 2026/876

Regulation (EU) 2026/876 of April 22, 2026 amends Annex
Il to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 with regard to the maxi-
mum residue levels for:

= acetamiprid,

= aclonifen,

= deltamethrin,

= oxathiapiprolin

= potassium phosphonates

in or on certain products. Details of the new maximum lev-
els can be found in the linked text of the Regulation.

Regulation (EU) 2026/751

Regulation (EU) 2026/751 of March 31, 2026 corrected
Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 with regard to the maximum
residue levels of flupyradifuron and potassium phospho-
nate in or on certain products. For further information on
the new maximum levels, please refer to the linked text of
the Regulation
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202600876&qid=1777450899644
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/DE/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202600751&qid=1777014885644

Update on pesticides and contaminants

Food Safety

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

USA: FDA recall system does not instill confidence in
food safety because of recall time lags, recalls not
publicly announced and investigations closed with few
details

German BfR: Product recalls following the detection of
cereulide in infant formula The BfR provides an over-
view of the situation and compiles key information

Quantitative evaluation of genotoxicity data for risk as-
sessment and regulatory decision-making: Time for a
paradigm shift

German BfR: Salmonella and chocolate products

EU-project Safe2Eat 2026

Field Trials and Baking Studies of Ultra-Low Aspara-
gine, Genome Edited (CRISPR/Cas9) and Mutant
(TILLING) Wheat

In collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture, Fish-
eries, Food Security and Nature (LVVN), Wageningen
University & Research (WUR) will start new field trials
with genetically modified potatoes in 2026

Will ‘fat barley’ become the first NGT plant grown in
Europe?

O

G

Netherlands: Recent inspections reveal alarming
lapses in food safety at Dutch fish shops, with over
70% failing to meet regulations

UN FAO chief economist, Maximo Torero, has warned
that a prolonged Strait of Hormuz crisis could result in
a “global agri-food catastrophe”

US: Cantaloupes recalled because of Salmonella
Health officials in Finland are searching for the source
of a Salmonella outbreak that has sickened more than

30 people.

German BfR: How much mould toxin from cattle feed
ends up in milk?

EFSA: The 2024 European Union monitoring report on
food additives and flavourings (1st pilot)

Effect of cold plasma processing on the immunoreac-

tivity, structure and functional properties of peanut
protein
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https://publicinterestnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/FOOD-FOR-THOUGHT-2026-2-4-630.pdf?ref=foodsafetynews.com
https://publicinterestnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/FOOD-FOR-THOUGHT-2026-2-4-630.pdf?ref=foodsafetynews.com
https://publicinterestnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/FOOD-FOR-THOUGHT-2026-2-4-630.pdf?ref=foodsafetynews.com
https://publicinterestnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/FOOD-FOR-THOUGHT-2026-2-4-630.pdf?ref=foodsafetynews.com
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/notification/product-recalls-following-the-detection-of-cereulide-in-infant-formula/
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/notification/product-recalls-following-the-detection-of-cereulide-in-infant-formula/
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/notification/product-recalls-following-the-detection-of-cereulide-in-infant-formula/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0160412026000280?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0160412026000280?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0160412026000280?via%3Dihub
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/notification/salmonella-and-chocolate-products/
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/de/safe2eat
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/pbi.70661
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/pbi.70661
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/pbi.70661
https://www.wur.nl/en/news/field-trials-ngt-potatoes-start-2026
https://www.wur.nl/en/news/field-trials-ngt-potatoes-start-2026
https://www.wur.nl/en/news/field-trials-ngt-potatoes-start-2026
https://www.wur.nl/en/news/field-trials-ngt-potatoes-start-2026
https://www.testbiotech.org/en/news/will-fat-barley-become-the-first-ngt-plant-grown-in-europe/
https://www.testbiotech.org/en/news/will-fat-barley-become-the-first-ngt-plant-grown-in-europe/
https://openrijk.nl/en/government-institutions/food-and-consumer-product-safety-authority/article/nvwa-ramps-up-oversight-as-fish-shops-persist-in-food-safety-failures
https://openrijk.nl/en/government-institutions/food-and-consumer-product-safety-authority/article/nvwa-ramps-up-oversight-as-fish-shops-persist-in-food-safety-failures
https://openrijk.nl/en/government-institutions/food-and-consumer-product-safety-authority/article/nvwa-ramps-up-oversight-as-fish-shops-persist-in-food-safety-failures
https://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/news/strait-of-hormuz-global-agrifood.html
https://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/news/strait-of-hormuz-global-agrifood.html
https://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/news/strait-of-hormuz-global-agrifood.html
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2026/04/cantaloupes-recalled-because-of-salmonella/
https://d.docs.live.net/ec679690a823043a/Safefood-Online/Newsletter-SAFEFOOD-ONLINE/Newsletter-Englisch/2026/2026-04/Health%20officials%20in%20Finland%20are%20searching%20for%20the%20source%20of%20a%20Salmonella%20outbreak%20that%20has%20sickened%20more%20than%2030%20people.
https://d.docs.live.net/ec679690a823043a/Safefood-Online/Newsletter-SAFEFOOD-ONLINE/Newsletter-Englisch/2026/2026-04/Health%20officials%20in%20Finland%20are%20searching%20for%20the%20source%20of%20a%20Salmonella%20outbreak%20that%20has%20sickened%20more%20than%2030%20people.
https://d.docs.live.net/ec679690a823043a/Safefood-Online/Newsletter-SAFEFOOD-ONLINE/Newsletter-Englisch/2026/2026-04/Health%20officials%20in%20Finland%20are%20searching%20for%20the%20source%20of%20a%20Salmonella%20outbreak%20that%20has%20sickened%20more%20than%2030%20people.
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/notification/how-much-mould-toxin-from-cattle-feed-ends-up-in-milk/
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/notification/how-much-mould-toxin-from-cattle-feed-ends-up-in-milk/
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.10070
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.10070
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2772566925000758?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2772566925000758?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2772566925000758?via%3Dihub

3.

NEWS - link collection

Food Fraud
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Inside the EU’s Al Platform Offering Supply Chain Visi-
bility

Food Authenticity Network (FAN): Inside the EU’s Al
Platform Offering Supply Chain Visibility

US: Shift to natural ingredients opens the door to food
fraud

EU Agri-Food Fraud Report February 2026

Italy Approves Sweeping Law to Fight Food Fraud

Rat poison found in baby food in Austria - but how did
it get there?

The approval of the "Agri-food Protection” bill intro-
duces stricter control systems, strengthening tracea-
bility. Here are the changes introduced in the Criminal
Code on fraud: what's changing for Italian olive 0il?
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https://supplychaindigital.com/news/eu-ai-platform-offers-supply-chain-visibility
https://supplychaindigital.com/news/eu-ai-platform-offers-supply-chain-visibility
https://documents.foodauthenticity.global/index.php/research/2025-global-food-fraud-report/viewdocument/200
https://documents.foodauthenticity.global/index.php/research/2025-global-food-fraud-report/viewdocument/200
https://www.fooddive.com/news/food-fraud-natural-ingredients-artificial-colors/816512/
https://www.fooddive.com/news/food-fraud-natural-ingredients-artificial-colors/816512/
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/fc02d6f4-2ae6-495c-bb7d-06ef6e0cbd2f_en?filename=ff_ffn_monthly-report_202602.pdf
https://www.vinetur.com/en/amp/2026041799084/italy-approves-sweeping-law-to-fight-food-fraud.html
https://www.euronews.com/health/2026/04/20/rat-poison-baby-food-austria
https://www.euronews.com/health/2026/04/20/rat-poison-baby-food-austria
https://olivonews.it/en/Crackdown-on-fraud%3A-what-changes-for-Italian-olive-oil/
https://olivonews.it/en/Crackdown-on-fraud%3A-what-changes-for-Italian-olive-oil/
https://olivonews.it/en/Crackdown-on-fraud%3A-what-changes-for-Italian-olive-oil/
https://olivonews.it/en/Crackdown-on-fraud%3A-what-changes-for-Italian-olive-oil/

Topic of the month

Safefood-Online: New tool added to the “Search” module

We are constantly working to improve our Safefood-Online database and are

pleased to present a new
tool in the “Search” mod-
ule of Safefood-Online: it is

find M Save search

now possible to save

search queries. Until a search has been saved, a new “Save search” field will
appear next to the “Find” field. After entering the search criteria, clicking on
the “Save search” field opens an input field for naming the search. If

searches have already
Save search X
been saved, the entry can
either be saved as a new ©O Save as new search
search or an eXiSting Overwrite existing search
search can be modified or | Name

overwritten. RASFF-wine leaves-Food-Pesticides|

Once a search has been saved, two new fields — “Save search” and
“Load/edit search™ appear next to the ‘Find’ field. Clicking on “Load/edit

search” opens the following screen:

Load search X

Name Status

RASFF-Ethylenoxide-Food 06.05.2026 16:05 @
RASFF-Wine leaves-Food-Pesticides 06.05.2026 15:44 @

close

Here you can select which saved search is to be loaded. Furthermore, saved

searches can be duplicated, renamed, archived and deleted here. After modi-
fying a loaded search, it can either be saved as a new search or used to over-
write an existing search.

I I Note: The end date of the search is always the current date on which the
(saved) search is called up and should therefore not be changed. The start
Feed bac date can always be chosen freely and can also be changed.

Please forward your sug-
gestions, questions and re-
quests regarding this
newsletter directly to:
info@safefood-online.de
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Imprint

Safefood-Online =

Identify risks and increase opportunities

Safefood-Online GmbH
Birkenweg 18
D-68723 Schwetzingen

Phone: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 697
Fax: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 696
E-Mail: info@safefood-online.de
Internet: www.safefood-online.de

Disclaimer: Despite careful content control we assume no liability for
the content of external links. For the content of linked pages their
operators are responsible.

General use policies:

1. The company safefood-online GmbH (in the following “safefood-
online” called), Birkenweg.18 business address, D-68723 Schwetz-
ingen, operates under the Internet address www.safefood-online.de a
website on the Internet, that provides information and communica-
tion. The object of the enterprise is the maintenance
of an Internet database for the representation of risk assessment
and food safety.

2. As aprovider of a teleservice safefood-online personal information
(details about personal or factual circumstances of an identified or
identifiable person) will collect only so much or use as is necessary
to execute the teleservice (stock data). The processing and use of in-
ventory data for other purposes only if you as the user grant your ex-
press consent. Neither of us using the website is considered as con-
sent, nor is the use of safefood-online-site of the issuance of your
agreement.

3. You have the right to have your consent to the storage, processing
and use of your data at any time to revoke, effective for the future.
The withdrawal may be made in writing or electronically. Do you want
to withdraw your consent, please send an e-mail to info@safefood-
online.de

4. Responsibility for Content
a. safefood-online is to its own website content according to
general laws.

Personally liable partner:
Dr. Bernhard Miiller

Registered Office: Schwetzingen
Commercial Register: Amtsgericht Mannheim,
HRB 710365

Sales tax identification number according to § 27a
sales tax law: DE 274 106 454

Responsible according to § 55 paragraph 2 RStV:
Dr. Bernhard Miiller

b. For third-party content that is hosted in the website to use, safe-
food-online is only responsible, it is aware of the contents and the
technical and reasonable possibility exists to prevent
its use.

c. Liability for external content, which is only accessible from our
safefood-online, is excluded. The automatic and temporary stor-
age of external content due to user query is regarded as access
mediation. We assume no liability or guarantee for the content of
Internet sites to which our website refers directly or indirectly. Vis-
itors follow links to other websites and homepages at their own
risk and use them in accordance with the terms and conditions of
those sites.

d. Obligations to restrict the usage of illicit content according to
general laws remains unaffected if safefood-online, while main-
taining the secrecy of telecommunications pursuant to
§ 88 TKG of such contents and the bar is technically possible
and reasonable.

5. Legal Notices
The company safefood-online strives to provide on this website is
accurate and complete information available. However, it as-
sumes no liability or guarantee for the topicality, correctness and
completeness of the information provided. We reserve the right,
without prior notice, changes or additions to the information pro-
vided.

6. Copyrights
The content of this website is protected by copyright. Safefood-
online visitors, however, granted the right to store on this website
in whole or text and reproduce. For copyright reasons, the storage
and reproduction of images or graphics on this site is prohibited.
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