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Dear Safefood-Online users,

In March 2026, the EU Rapid Alert
System recorded 487 new notifica-
tions. The evaluation can be found un-
der point 1 in this newsletter.

Under "Latest news on residues and
contaminants” (point 2), we report on
a proposal regarding changes for
maximum levels of pesticides.

We also provide information on new
developments regarding maximum
levels of mineral oil aromatic hydro-
carbons and present a study on the
risk assessment of toxic trace ele-
ments in the transition from animal-
based to plant-based foods.

News around food safety and food
fraud can be found under point 3.

Topic of the month (point 4) is the
Pesticide Maximum Residue Level
(MRL)-Tracker published by
AGRINFO.

The veggie burger may continue to
be called a burger - for now

We hope that also this issue of the
Safefood-Online Newsletter is inter-
esting for you and we are of course
In October, the European Parliament
decided that terms such as ‘burger’,
‘schnitzel’ or ‘sausage’ would no
longer be permitted for plant-based
alternatives (see Safefood Online
Newsletter 10/2025). A compromise
proposal has now been put forward
as part of the trilogue negotiations
(between the European Parliament,
the European Commission and the
Council of the Member States). Under
this proposal, the use of terms such
as ‘pork’, ‘beef’ or ‘lamb’, as well as
terms for cuts such as ‘breast’, ‘leg’ or
‘loin’, would no longer be permitted.
However, ‘burger’ or ‘sausage’ would
still be allowed. The proposal still
needs to be adopted by the European
Parliament and the EU Member
States.

looking forward to your opinion.

Your Safefood-Online Team


https://safefood-online.com/downloads/redir?id=171
https://safefood-online.com/downloads/redir?id=171
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2026/03/05/council-and-parliament-reach-provisional-agreement-to-give-farmers-a-stronger-negotiating-position-in-the-food-supply-chain/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2026/03/05/council-and-parliament-reach-provisional-agreement-to-give-farmers-a-stronger-negotiating-position-in-the-food-supply-chain/

RASFF Notifications March 2026

The number of new RASFF-notifications in March was significantly
higher than in the previous two months:

= March 2026: 487
= February 2026: 362
= January 2026 369

The RASFF-notifications are divided as follows:

= Alert notifications: 115
= Border rejections: 139
= Information messages: 233

In the analysis of notifications by product category, fruit, vegetables and pulses ranked first with 120 notifications. Within
this category, there were 25 notifications concerning dried figs due to ochratoxin A and aflatoxins. In 24 cases, the dried
figs originated from Tiirkiye. With a significant margin, the product categories poultry meat and poultry meat products
and dietetic foods, food supplements and fortified foods are in second and third place with 45 and 35 notifications:

RASFF-Notifications March 2026: Top product categories

—_

— —
N ~ ~ o
o
w
@ o
a
()]

food contact materials

cocoa and chocolate products, coffee and tea
herbs and spices

feed materials

nuts and seeds and products thereof

N
O

cereals and bakery products

meat and meat products (other than poultry) 3
dietetic foods, food supplements, fortified foods 3
poultry meat and poultry meat products 4
fruits, vegetables and pulses 120
0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140

Notifications

By product, dried figs are on the top with 25 notifications followed by food supplements and poultry meal with 18 and 11
cases. The poultry meal in question was animal feed that originated, in all cases, from the UK and contained salmonella:
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RASFF Notifications March 2026

RASFF-Notifications March 2026: Top 10 products
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By hazard category, pesticides ranked first with 160 cases of maximum residue levels being exceeded or unauthorised
pesticides being detected. Pathogenic micro-organisms followed in second place with 123 notifications. The highest
number of detections (23) was recorded in three notifications for wine leaves. In two cases, 10 pesticides were found:

RASFF-Notifications March 2026: Top 10 hazard categories
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RASFF Notifications March 2026

In terms of hazards, salmonella ranks first with 52 notifications, followed by aflatoxins in second place with 29 notifica-

tions. Ochratoxin A is in third place with 27 notifications:

RASFF-Notifications March 2026: Top 10 hazards
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Finally, the evaluation according to the country of origin of the products:

RASFF-Notifications March 2026: Top countries of origin
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45 of the notifications concerned products from Tirkiye. More than half related to dried figs (24 notifications) and pome-

granates (5 notifications). China and Poland are following with 36 and 32 notifications.
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2.

Update on pesticides and contaminants

Draft EU-Commission Regulation
as regards maximum residue lev-
els for pesticides

The European Commission has adopted a proposal for a
regulation amending Annexes Il, lll and V to Regulation
(EC) No 396/2005 as regards maximum residue levels for
carbofuran, imazalil, mandipropamid, propquizafop,
quizalofop-P-ethyl and quizalofop-P-tefuryl. See also An-
nex and amendments to Annex I, and Annex V.

New proposal at EU level for maxi-
mum levels of mineral oil aromatic
hydrocarbons (MOAH)

The EU has notified the WTO SPS Committee, within the
framework of the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary
and Phytosanitary Measures, of its intention to set maxi-
mum levels for mineral oil aromatic hydrocarbons (MOAH)
in certain foodstuffs. The planned limits can be found in
the draft regulation and the annex to the draft regulation.
The new maximum levels are expected to apply from 1
January 2027, except in the special cases listed in the an-
nex, where a later application date applies.

Further background information on the proposed
measures can be found in the AGRINFO guide: ‘Mineral oil
hydrocarbons in food: An introduction to the planned EU-
regulations’.

Risk assessment of toxic trace el-
ements in animal and plant protein
sources under various scenarios
for the transition of protein supply

Plant-based alternatives to meat and dairy are increasingly
being consumed across the EU. Using substitution models,
a recent study simulated a shift in diet from animal-based
to plant-based foods and concluded that replacing meat
and dairy leads to increased exposure to cadmium,
aluminium, nickel, arsenic and chromium.
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https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/core/api/integration/ers/515979/113093/1/attachment
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/core/api/integration/ers/515979/113093/1/attachment
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/core/api/integration/ers/515980/113093/1/attachment
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/core/api/integration/ers/515980/113093/1/attachment
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/core/api/integration/ers/515981/113093/1/attachment
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/core/api/integration/ers/515982/113093/1/attachment
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/SPS/EEC/26_01382_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/SPS/EEC/26_01382_01_e.pdf
https://agrinfo.eu/documents/56/AGRINFO_-_Mineral_Oil_Hydrocarbons_in_Food_2024-cc-2.pdf
https://agrinfo.eu/documents/56/AGRINFO_-_Mineral_Oil_Hydrocarbons_in_Food_2024-cc-2.pdf
https://agrinfo.eu/documents/56/AGRINFO_-_Mineral_Oil_Hydrocarbons_in_Food_2024-cc-2.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0956713526000034

3.

NEWS - link collection

Food Safety

O
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EFSA and FAO have signed a three-year programme to
strengthen cooperation on food safety and science-
based regulation

EU-Commission: The cost of PFAS pollution for our
society

More than 80 people are sick in the United Kingdom in
a Salmonella outbreak linked to a brand of dry-cured
meat

EU agrees on ban for plant-based food names: Veggie
“Burger” and “Sausage” saved

US: Foodborne illness wastewater monitoring contin-
ues with new FDA funding

The EU is temporarily stepping up official controls and
introducing emergency measures on imports of ara-
chidonic acid oil originating in China (Implementing
Regulation (EU) 2026/459)

Two people have died and 10 others have falleniill in a
Listeria outbreak in France linked to meat products

How Rapid Microbiology and Al Are Transforming
Modern Food Safety Laboratories

O

O

EU: authorising the placing on the market of products
containing, consisting of or produced from genetically
modified soybean DBN-09004-6

Genetically modified foods and human health: a com-
prehensive review and cross-national time-trend analy-
sis

Continued resistance to EU deregulation of new ge-
netic engineering

Balancing food safety and sustainability: trade-off risk
assessments and predictive modeling

German BfR: Study on preservatives and cancer has
shortcomings

Will climate change affect nutrient, micronutrient and
bioactive bioavailability?

France Nature Environnement: Deregulation of new
GMOs is without scientific basis

The EU is simplifying the labelling and production
rules for the marketing of low-alcohol wines

FSAC 2023 annual report: Foodborne illness source at-

tribution estimates for Salmonella, Escherichia
coli 0157, and Listeria monocytogenes
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https://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/news/un-fao-and-efsa-collaboration-to-strengthen-food-safety-and-regulatory-science.html
https://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/news/un-fao-and-efsa-collaboration-to-strengthen-food-safety-and-regulatory-science.html
https://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/news/un-fao-and-efsa-collaboration-to-strengthen-food-safety-and-regulatory-science.html
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/2bcea765-fbf8-11f0-8da5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/2bcea765-fbf8-11f0-8da5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2026/03/salmonella-sickens-84-across-the-uk/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2026/03/salmonella-sickens-84-across-the-uk/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2026/03/salmonella-sickens-84-across-the-uk/
https://www.euroveg.eu/eu-agrees-on-ban-for-plant-based-food-names-veggie-burger-and-sausage-saved/
https://www.euroveg.eu/eu-agrees-on-ban-for-plant-based-food-names-veggie-burger-and-sausage-saved/
https://www.psu.edu/news/research/story/foodborne-illness-wastewater-monitoring-continues-new-fda-funding
https://www.psu.edu/news/research/story/foodborne-illness-wastewater-monitoring-continues-new-fda-funding
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202600459&qid=1774344426011
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202600459&qid=1774344426011
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202600459&qid=1774344426011
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202600459&qid=1774344426011
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2026/03/france-hit-by-deadly-listeria-outbreak/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2026/03/france-hit-by-deadly-listeria-outbreak/
https://foodsafetytech.com/feature_article/how-rapid-microbiology-and-ai-are-transforming-modern-food-safety-laboratories/
https://foodsafetytech.com/feature_article/how-rapid-microbiology-and-ai-are-transforming-modern-food-safety-laboratories/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202600517&qid=1774344795370
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202600517&qid=1774344795370
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202600517&qid=1774344795370
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/21645698.2026.2634489#abstract
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/21645698.2026.2634489#abstract
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/21645698.2026.2634489#abstract
https://www.ohnegentechnik.org/en/news/article/continued-resistance-to-eu-deregulation-of-new-genetic-engineering
https://www.ohnegentechnik.org/en/news/article/continued-resistance-to-eu-deregulation-of-new-genetic-engineering
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/science/articles/10.3389/fsci.2026.1720772/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/science/articles/10.3389/fsci.2026.1720772/full
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/notification/study-on-preservatives-and-cancer-has-shortcomings/
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/notification/study-on-preservatives-and-cancer-has-shortcomings/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10408398.2026.2616383
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10408398.2026.2616383
https://www.gmwatch.org/en/106-news/latest-news/20647
https://www.gmwatch.org/en/106-news/latest-news/20647
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202600471
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202600471
https://www.cdc.gov/ifsac/php/data-research/annual-report-2023.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ifsac/php/data-research/annual-report-2023.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ifsac/php/data-research/annual-report-2023.html

S NEWS - link collection

Food Fraud

O
O

O

G

O

EU Agri-Food Fraud Report January 2026

Fake honey in Spain: why beekeepers are protesting —
and what shoppers can do

UK: Metropolitan Police seize 67.000 bottles of coun-
terfeit wine

Pakistan: Food adulteration reaches alarming propor-
tion

The European Commission recently launched Trace-
Map. This Al-powered tool is designed to help authori-
ties detect and trace food fraud, contaminated prod-
ucts and foodborne disease outbreaks more quickly

Experts warn food fraud in Malaysia is widespread,
risking health, trust and halal integrity across supply

chains

How the industry is fighting food fraud in 2026
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https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/8df50c8a-4d51-4107-a594-4f37bb08feae_en?filename=ff_ffn_monthly-report_202601.pdf
https://inspain.news/fake-honey-in-spain-why-beekeepers-are-protesting-and-what-shoppers-can-do/
https://inspain.news/fake-honey-in-spain-why-beekeepers-are-protesting-and-what-shoppers-can-do/
https://www.mylondon.news/news/north-london-news/metropolitan-police-seize-67000-bottles-33592614
https://www.mylondon.news/news/north-london-news/metropolitan-police-seize-67000-bottles-33592614
https://www.lokmattimes.com/business/food-adulteration-in-pakistan-reaches-alarming-proportion-report/
https://www.lokmattimes.com/business/food-adulteration-in-pakistan-reaches-alarming-proportion-report/
https://food.ec.europa.eu/food-safety/acn/tracemap_en
https://food.ec.europa.eu/food-safety/acn/tracemap_en
https://food.ec.europa.eu/food-safety/acn/tracemap_en
https://food.ec.europa.eu/food-safety/acn/tracemap_en
https://thesun.my/news/malaysia-news/people-issues/food-fraud-concerns-mount-over-widespread-adulteration/
https://thesun.my/news/malaysia-news/people-issues/food-fraud-concerns-mount-over-widespread-adulteration/
https://thesun.my/news/malaysia-news/people-issues/food-fraud-concerns-mount-over-widespread-adulteration/
https://www.ingredientsnetwork.com/how-the-industry-is-fighting-food-fraud-in-2026-news128948.html

Topic of the month

AGRINFO pesticide maximum residue level (MRL) tracker

AGRINFOQO is a programme funded by the European Union and implemented
by COLEAD (Committee Linking Entrepreneurship-Agriculture-Development).

AGRINFO has launched the Pesticide MRL Tracker, a new tool that displays
the latest changes over the past two years as well as upcoming changes to
maximum residue limits (MRLs). Once the time period and products have
been selected, the relevant maximum residue limits are listed:

Filter by product(s)

0120000 - Tree nuts (All) @) Clear

MRL changes in the last: 3 months 6 months 2 years

© Last data update from

PRODUCTS PESTICIDES
(2 Links: EU MRL Database [ Links: AGRINFO Reports

v Recent: MRL changes since 03 2025 7
Almonds g
Amygdalus communis; syn: Prunus v M o) @ CURRENT MRL (makg) @ NEW MRL (mg/ka]
dulcis

- Deltamethrin (cis-deltamethrin) (F)
7 changes since 03 2025

0.02* 0.01* g
17 MRL(s) under discussion 27:3un 2018 06 Jul 2025 Database

Fosetyl

1500 7B

18 Aug 2022 29 Apr 2025 Database

Note:

The Pesticide MRL Tracker does not provide an overview of all maximum res-
idue levels by product or by active substance. You can find this information
using the EU Pesticide Database:

ﬁ Deutsch ‘ Suche Suche

m Europdische
Kommission

Search products

European Commission > Food Safety > Plants > Pesticid > EU Pesticides datab >

Table legend: Category . Group ] Subgroup . Main product . Others .

Please click a main product or "others" label in the products tree

Hover on product name to see scientific and other product names or synonyms

Q | Searchi Clear the filter

Product Code Products to which MRLs apply
0100000 ® FRUCHTE, FRISCH ODER GEFROREN; SCHALENFRUCHTE
Fee d b a c 0110000 ® Zitrusfriichte
0110010 .@pefruits
Please forward your sug-
. . 0110020 @ Orangen
gest|0ns, questlons and re-
0110030 @ Zitronen

quests regarding this
newsletter directly to:
info@safefood-online.de
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https://agrinfo.eu/pesticide-mrl-tracker/
https://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/pesticides/eu-pesticides-database/start/screen/products
mailto:info@safefood-online.de

Imprint

Safefood-Online =

Identify risks and increase opportunities

Safefood-Online GmbH
Birkenweg 18
D-68723 Schwetzingen

Phone: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 697
Fax: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 696
E-Mail: info@safefood-online.de
Internet: www.safefood-online.de

Disclaimer: Despite careful content control we assume no liability for
the content of external links. For the content of linked pages their
operators are responsible.

General use policies:

1. The company safefood-online GmbH (in the following “safefood-
online” called), Birkenweg.18 business address, D-68723 Schwetz-
ingen, operates under the Internet address www.safefood-online.de a
website on the Internet, that provides information and communica-
tion. The object of the enterprise is the maintenance
of an Internet database for the representation of risk assessment
and food safety.

2. As aprovider of a teleservice safefood-online personal information
(details about personal or factual circumstances of an identified or
identifiable person) will collect only so much or use as is necessary
to execute the teleservice (stock data). The processing and use of in-
ventory data for other purposes only if you as the user grant your ex-
press consent. Neither of us using the website is considered as con-
sent, nor is the use of safefood-online-site of the issuance of your
agreement.

3. You have the right to have your consent to the storage, processing
and use of your data at any time to revoke, effective for the future.
The withdrawal may be made in writing or electronically. Do you want
to withdraw your consent, please send an e-mail to info@safefood-
online.de

4. Responsibility for Content
a. safefood-online is to its own website content according to
general laws.

Personally liable partner:
Dr. Bernhard Miiller

Registered Office: Schwetzingen
Commercial Register: Amtsgericht Mannheim,
HRB 710365

Sales tax identification number according to § 27a
sales tax law: DE 274 106 454

Responsible according to § 55 paragraph 2 RStV:
Dr. Bernhard Miiller

b. For third-party content that is hosted in the website to use, safe-
food-online is only responsible, it is aware of the contents and the
technical and reasonable possibility exists to prevent
its use.

c. Liability for external content, which is only accessible from our
safefood-online, is excluded. The automatic and temporary stor-
age of external content due to user query is regarded as access
mediation. We assume no liability or guarantee for the content of
Internet sites to which our website refers directly or indirectly. Vis-
itors follow links to other websites and homepages at their own
risk and use them in accordance with the terms and conditions of
those sites.

d. Obligations to restrict the usage of illicit content according to
general laws remains unaffected if safefood-online, while main-
taining the secrecy of telecommunications pursuant to
§ 88 TKG of such contents and the bar is technically possible
and reasonable.

5. Legal Notices
The company safefood-online strives to provide on this website is
accurate and complete information available. However, it as-
sumes no liability or guarantee for the topicality, correctness and
completeness of the information provided. We reserve the right,
without prior notice, changes or additions to the information pro-
vided.

6. Copyrights
The content of this website is protected by copyright. Safefood-
online visitors, however, granted the right to store on this website
in whole or text and reproduce. For copyright reasons, the storage
and reproduction of images or graphics on this site is prohibited.
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