
Dear Safefood-Online users, 

 

There were 421 new RASFF notifica-

tions in April. This is a decrease of  

46 notifications compared to the pre-

vious month (467 notifications). The 

evaluations can be found under  

point 1. 

 

“News on residues and contami-

nants” (point 2), informs about a regu-

lation and a draft regulation on new or 

amended maximum levels of pesti-

cide residues. 

Following the publication of test re-

sults on trifluoroacetic acid in wine by 

Non Government Organisations 

(NGO’s), the Federal Institute for Risk 

Assessment (BfR) has evaluated the 

data from a health perspective. 

 

News on the topics of food safety and 

food fraud can be found under point 3 

and 4. 

 

 

 

 

 

Can a special diet stop hereditary 

hair loss? 

The German Federal Institute for Risk 

Assessment has addressed the ques-

tion of whether hereditary baldness 

(androgenetic alopecia) can be halted 

by a special diet. 

Based on the current state of 

knowledge, the German BfR came to 

the conclusion in its statement of 

April 15, 2025, that consumers with 

androgenetic alopecia do not need a 

special diet or have no special nutri-

tional requirements. The German BfR 

therefore recommends a healthy and 

varied diet also for this group of peo-

ple as for all other consumers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope that also this issue of the 

Safefood-Online Newsletter is inter-

esting for you and we are of course 

looking forward to your opinion. 

 

Your Safefood-Online Team 

 

 

NEWS 
LETTER 

Issue | April 2025 

 

https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/343/kann-eine-besondere-ernaehrung-einen-erblich-bedingten-haarausfall-aufhalten.pdf
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1. Notifications in Safefood-Online: April 2025 

Compared to March, the number of new RASFF notifications  

decreased in April by 46 notifications: 

 

▪ April 2025:  421 

▪ March 2025:  467 

▪ February 2025: 366 

 

The RASFF-notifications are divided as follows: 

 

▪ Alert notifications: 120 

▪ Border rejections: 107 

▪ Information messages: 194 

 

The product category fruit, vegetables and pulses is in first place in the analysis by product category with 68 notifica-

tions. 30 notifications concerned pesticides (with 11 notifications due to chlorpyrifos findings) and 14 notifications due 

to mycotoxins. The product category nuts, seeds and products thereof followed in second place with 43 notifications. 27 

notifications in this product category were due to mycotoxins and 10 notifications were due to pathogenic microorgan-

isms. The product category herbs and spices is in third place with 40 notifications, including 17 notifications due to pesti-

cides (with 10 notifications due to chlorpyrifos findings): 

 

 

 

 

In terms of products, dietary supplements ranked first in April with 23 reports, followed by peanuts and chicken breasts in 

second and third place with 12 and 11 notifications:  
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1. Notifications in Safefood-Online: April 2025 

 

 

In the evaluation by hazard category, pathogenic micro-organisms were in first place in April with 76 notifications. This is 

followed by pesticides with 58 notifications (29 of which were for chlorpyrifos) and mycotoxins with 49 notifications: 

 

 

 

In terms of hazards, salmonella are in first place with 47 notifications, followed by aflatoxins and chlorpyrifos with 38 and 

26 notifications:  
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1. Notifications in Safefood-Online: April 2025 

 

 

Finally, the evaluation of the notifications according to the country of origin of the products: 

 

 

China is in first place with 27 notifications, followed by Türkiye and France with 28 and 27 notifications. 
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3. NEWS – link collection 

 

 

Regulation (EU) 2025/581  
 

Regulation (EU) 2025/581 of March 27, 2025 amended An-

nexes II and IV of Regulation (EC) 396/2005 with regard to 

the maximum residue levels of: 

 

▪ Cycloxydim 

▪ Dichlorprop-P 

▪ Flupyradfuron 

▪ Methylnonylketone 

▪ Plant oils/citronella oil 

▪ Potassium sorbate 

▪ Potassium phosphonate 

 

in or on certain products. For further information, please 

refer to the linked regulation. 

 

Draft regulations to reduce the 
maximum levels of benthivalicarb 
and benfluralin to 0.01 mg/kg 
(limit of determination) 
 

 

Benthiavalicarb is no longer authorised in the EU. The Eu-

ropean Commission is therefore proposing according to a 

draft regulation to set the maximum residue levels for 

benthiavalicarb at 0.01 mg/kg (Limit of detection, LOD) for 

all products. This means that the MRLs for grapes and to-

matoes will be reduced from 0.3 to 0.01 mg/kg. For all 

other foodstuffs, the current MRLs are already set at the 

LOD. However, it is proposed to reduce the LODs for tree 

nuts, potatoes, seaweed, oilseeds, oleaginous fruits and 

cereals from 0.02 to 0.01 mg/kg. The new limits are to ap-

ply from May 2026. 

 

Like benthiavalicarb, benfluralin is no longer authorised for 

use in the EU. Therefore, the maximum levels for benflu-

ralin are also to be further reduced, e.g. for: 

 

▪ Fruit and vegetables, oilseeds, oleaginous fruits, cere-

als, sugar and 

▪ Herbs and edible flowers: from 0.05 to 0.02 mg/kg 

▪ Teas, coffee, herbal teas, cocoa and carob, hops and 

spices: from 0.1 to 0.05 mg/ 

▪  

For further information, please refer to the linked regula-

tion text.  

 

 

Trifluoroacetic acid (TFA) 
 

According to the study “‘message from the bottle - The 

rapid rise of TFA contamination in european wines” by 

Global 2000 in collaboration with the European pesticide 

action network (PAN Europe), TFA concentrations in wine 

have risen sharply since 2010. An average of 122 µg/l TFA 

was found in wines from the 2021-2024 vintages. 

The German Federal Institute for Risk Assessment pub-

lished a statement on this topic on April 25, 2025 and 

came to the conclusion that, according to the current state 

of knowledge, no adverse health effects are to be ex-

pected at the levels of trifluoroacetic acid determined. 

 

In Germany, the Stuttgart Chemical and Veterinary Investi-

gation Office has published its test results on trifluoroace-

tic acid in fruit and vegetables. Taking into account the 

provisional ADI value of 0.05 mg/kg body weight set by the 

EFSA, all samples analysed were below this value based 

on the basis of average daily consumption. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202500581
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2025/SPS/EEC/25_02447_00_e.pdf
https://www.pan-europe.info/message-in-a-bottle
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/343/trifluoressigsaeure-tfa-in-wein.pdf
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3. NEWS – link collection 

 

 

Food Safety 
 

 Switzerland considers gene editing authorisation to 

boost crops 

 

 Exploratory survey food safety and consumer behav-

iour in Switzerland  

 

 Comparison of the NGT proposals from the EU Com-

mission, EU Council and EU Parliament 

 

 EU authorises three 3 GM maize varieties 

 

 Donald Trump's claim that US food is safer than Euro-

pean food is unfounded, says the EU's top food safety 

official Bernhard Url. EU standards are non-negotiable 

and cannot be used as a tactic in trade negotiations, 

he says. 

 

 EFSA: Follow-up of the re-evaluation of silver (E 174) 

as a food additive  

 

 Compatibility of the EU proposal for a regulation on 

plants based on certain new genomic techniques with 

the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/switzerland-considers-gene-editing-authorization-to-boost-crops/89103903
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/switzerland-considers-gene-editing-authorization-to-boost-crops/89103903
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/fr.efsa.2025.FR-0055
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/fr.efsa.2025.FR-0055
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-7448-2025-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-7448-2025-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.schweizerbauer.ch/politik-wirtschaft/international/eu-genehmigt-drei-3-gv-maissorten
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2025/04/11/trumps-wrong-european-foods-safer-than-american-says-eu-safety-chief
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2025/04/11/trumps-wrong-european-foods-safer-than-american-says-eu-safety-chief
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2025/04/11/trumps-wrong-european-foods-safer-than-american-says-eu-safety-chief
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2025/04/11/trumps-wrong-european-foods-safer-than-american-says-eu-safety-chief
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2025/04/11/trumps-wrong-european-foods-safer-than-american-says-eu-safety-chief
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2025.9316
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2025.9316
https://www.bmel.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/_Landwirtschaft/Gruene-Gentechnik/NGT-Gutachten-EU-Vorschlag.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=4
https://www.bmel.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/_Landwirtschaft/Gruene-Gentechnik/NGT-Gutachten-EU-Vorschlag.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=4
https://www.bmel.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/_Landwirtschaft/Gruene-Gentechnik/NGT-Gutachten-EU-Vorschlag.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=4
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3. NEWS – link collection 

 

 

Food Fraud 
 

 Critical monitoring and control factors for achieving 

food defense criteria 

 

 Great Britain: Four men and a business have been con-

victed for diverting meat unfit for human consumption 

back into the human food chain                         

 

 Food Fraud is rising - how can it be stooped? 

 

 McGill University in Canada: Mass spectrometry and 

AI have been employed by researchers at McGill Uni-

versity, Canada, to verify the origin of honey and cut 

fraud 

 

 Dubai chocolate craze causes global pistachio short-

age and scams 

 

 Investigation of Lead and Chromium Exposure After 

Consumption of Contaminated Cinnamon-Containing 

Applesauce — United States, November 2023–April 

2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/risa.70025
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/risa.70025
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/Four+men+and+a+business+all+convicted+for+diverting+meat+unfit+for+human+consumption+back+into+the+human+food+chain+07042025102500?open
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/Four+men+and+a+business+all+convicted+for+diverting+meat+unfit+for+human+consumption+back+into+the+human+food+chain+07042025102500?open
https://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/Four+men+and+a+business+all+convicted+for+diverting+meat+unfit+for+human+consumption+back+into+the+human+food+chain+07042025102500?open
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2025/04/15/food-fraud-threatening-food-safety-what-is-being-done-to-stop-it/
https://www.theengineer.co.uk/content/news/ai-and-mass-spectrometry-used-to-combat-honey-fraud
https://www.theengineer.co.uk/content/news/ai-and-mass-spectrometry-used-to-combat-honey-fraud
https://www.theengineer.co.uk/content/news/ai-and-mass-spectrometry-used-to-combat-honey-fraud
https://www.theengineer.co.uk/content/news/ai-and-mass-spectrometry-used-to-combat-honey-fraud
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2025/04/22/the-international-dubai-chocolate-pistachio-shortage/
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2025/04/22/the-international-dubai-chocolate-pistachio-shortage/
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/74/wr/pdfs/mm7414a2-H.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/74/wr/pdfs/mm7414a2-H.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/74/wr/pdfs/mm7414a2-H.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/74/wr/pdfs/mm7414a2-H.pdf
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4. Topic of the month 

 

New statistic-tool in the Safefood-Online Dashboard 
 

 

We have added a new module to the dashboard in Safefood-Online. 

Like the other modules, this tool is opened in the dashboard by clicking on 

‘+Add module’ and selecting ‘Safefood-Online statistics’. The module shows 

the number of all notifications in Safefood-Online as well as the number by 

notification type: 

 

▪ A:  Alert notifications 

▪ I:  Information message 

▪ NC: Notification of non-compliance 

▪ BR: Border rejection 

▪ N:  News 

▪  

The notifications are also broken down by: 

 

▪ Foodstuffs 

▪ Food contact materials 

▪ Feed 

 

and by the origin of the notification: 

 

▪ RASFF (Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed) 

▪ AFF (EU Agri-Food Fraud Suspicions) 

▪ JRC 

 

You can also see charts of the notifications by: 

 

▪ Country of origin 

▪ Reporting country 

▪ Food fraud notifications 

▪ Food fraud notifications by country of origin 

▪ Food fraud notifications by article (top 10) 

▪  

Two tables list the number of notifications by hazard category and product 

category. 

The overview can be printed or saved in PDF format (with the date and time 

of retrieval) and is of course updated each time it is accessed on the Safe-

food-Online site.  

Use for printing the icon on the header.  

We hope that this overview will also be a useful source of information for 

your daily work. 

 



 

Safefood-Online Newsletter | Issue: April 2025 | 9 

4. Topic of the month 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feedback 
Please forward your sug-

gestions, questions and re-

quests regarding this 

newsletter directly to:  

info@safefood-online.de 

mailto:info@safefood-online.de
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Safefood-Online GmbH 

Birkenweg 18 

D-68723 Schwetzingen 

 

Phone: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 697 

Fax: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 696 

E-Mail: info@safefood-online.de 

Internet: www.safefood-online.de 

Personally liable partner:  

Dr. Bernhard Müller 

 

Registered Office: Schwetzingen  

Commercial Register: Amtsgericht Mannheim, 

HRB 710365 

 

Sales tax identification number according to § 27a  

sales tax law: DE 274 106 454 

 

Responsible according to § 55 paragraph 2 RStV:  

Dr. Bernhard Müller 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: Despite careful content control we assume no liability for 

the content of external links. For the content of linked pages their  

operators are responsible. 

 

General use policies: 

1. The company safefood-online GmbH (in the following “safefood-

online” called), Birkenweg.18 business address, D-68723 Schwetz-

ingen, operates under the Internet address www.safefood-online.de a 

website on the Internet, that provides information and communica-

tion. The object of the enterprise is the maintenance  

of an Internet database for the representation of risk assessment  

and food safety.  

 

2. As a provider of a teleservice safefood-online personal information 

(details about personal or factual circumstances of an identified or 

identifiable person) will collect only so much or use as is necessary  

to execute the teleservice (stock data). The processing and use of in-

ventory data for other purposes only if you as the user grant your ex-

press consent. Neither of us using the website is considered as con-

sent, nor is the use of safefood-online-site of the issuance of your 

agreement.  

 

3. You have the right to have your consent to the storage, processing 

and use of your data at any time to revoke, effective for the future.  

The withdrawal may be made in writing or electronically. Do you want 

to withdraw your consent, please send an e-mail to info@safefood-

online.de  

 

4. Responsibility for Content 

a. safefood-online is to its own website content according to  

general laws.  

 

b. For third-party content that is hosted in the website to use, safe-

food-online is only responsible, it is aware of the contents and the 

technical and reasonable possibility exists to prevent  

its use.  

c. Liability for external content, which is only accessible from our 

safefood-online, is excluded. The automatic and temporary stor-

age of external content due to user query is regarded as access 

mediation. We assume no liability or guarantee for the content of 

Internet sites to which our website refers directly or indirectly. Vis-

itors follow links to other websites and homepages at their own 

risk and use them in accordance with the terms and conditions of 

those sites.  

d. Obligations to restrict the usage of illicit content according to 

general laws remains unaffected if safefood-online, while main-

taining the secrecy of telecommunications pursuant to  

§ 88 TKG of such contents and the bar is technically possible  

and reasonable. 

 

5. Legal Notices 

The company safefood-online strives to provide on this website is 

accurate and complete information available. However, it as-

sumes no liability or guarantee for the topicality, correctness and 

completeness of the information provided. We reserve the right, 

without prior notice, changes or additions to the information pro-

vided.  

 

6. Copyrights 

The content of this website is protected by copyright. Safefood-

online visitors, however, granted the right to store on this website 

in whole or text and reproduce. For copyright reasons, the storage 

and reproduction of images or graphics on this site is prohibited.  

http://www.safefood-online.de/

