
Dear Safefood-Online users, 

 

In March we saw 467 new RASFF- 

notifications. This was significantly 

higher than in February. The evalua-

tion is available under point 1. 

 

Under ‘News on residues and contam-

inants’ (point 2), we inform about the 

report of the European Environment 

Agency's on mycotoxin contamina-

tion in connection with climate 

change. 

The German Federal Institute for Risk 

Assessment (BfR) has published the 

report on the proficiency test for the 

determination of pyrrolizidine alka-

loids in honey by the German Refer-

ence Laboratory for Mycotoxins and 

Plant Toxins.  

In a draft regulation, the EU Commis-

sion sets maximum levels for inor-

ganic arsenic in fish and seafood.  

 

News on the topics of food safety and 

food fraud can be found under point 3 

and 4. 

 

The European Commission launched 

its ‘Vision’ for Agriculture and Food 

2025 - 2029.  

The vision sets out the following four 

priority areas for EU action: 

 

▪ Make the agri-food sector an at-

tractive and predictable sector 

that guarantees a fair standard of 

living and opens up new income 

opportunities 

 

▪ Ensure the competitiveness and 

resilience of the agri-food sector 

 

▪ Ensure that the agri-food sector 

contributes to the preserving of 

healthy soils, clean water and air, 

as well as the protection and res-

toration of biodiversity 

 

▪ Valuing food and promoting fair 

living and working conditions in 

dynamic rural areas. 

 

 

 

 

We hope that also this issue of the 

Safefood-Online Newsletter is inter-

esting for you and we are of course 

looking forward to your opinion. 

 

Your Safefood-Online Team 

 

 

NEWS 
LETTER 

Issue | March 2025 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52025DC0075
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52025DC0075
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1. Notifications in Safefood-Online: March 2025 

The number of new RASFF notifications has increased significantly  

compared to February 2025: 

 

▪ March 2025:  467 

▪ February 2025: 366 

▪ January 2025:  361 

 

The RASFF-notifications are divided as follows: 

 

▪ Alert notifications: 103 

▪ Border rejections: 146 

▪ Information messages: 217 

▪ Non-compliance notification 1 

 

With 91 notifications in March 2025, fruit, vegetables and pulses were again in first place in the evaluation by product 

category. 51 notifications concerned pesticides and 18 notifications were due to mycotoxins. The product category nuts, 

seeds and products thereof followed in second place with 54 notifications. 31 notifications were due to mycotoxins and 

13 notifications were due to pathogenic micro-organisms. The product category poultry meat and poultry meat products 

is in third place with 41 notifications, 38 were due to pathogenic micro-organisms: 

 

 

 

In terms of products, food supplements ranked first in March with 19 notifications, followed by peanuts and dried figs in 

second and third place with 16 and 14 notifications: 
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1. Notifications in Safefood-Online: March 2025 

 

 

In March, pathogenic micro-organisms ranked first in the evaluation by hazard category with 123 notifications, followed 

by pesticides with 83 notifications (29 due to chlorpyrifos) and by mycotoxins with 65 notifications: 
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1. Notifications in Safefood-Online: March 2025 

According to hazards, salmonella are in first place with 75 notifications, followed by aflatoxins and chlorpyrifos with 47 

and 29 notifications: 

 

 

 

Finally, the evaluation of the notifications according to the country of origin of the products: 

 

 

Türkiye is in first place with 40 notifications, followed by China and Poland with 28 and 27 notifications.

75

47

29

18

12

10

9

7

7

7

0 20 40 60 80

Salmonella spp.

aflatoxins

chlorpyrifos

norovirus

ochratoxin A

cadmium

Listeria monocytogenes

pyrrolizidine alkaloids

shigatoxin-producing Escherichia coli

novel food cannabidiol (CBD)

Notifications

RASFF-Notifications March 2025: Top 10 hazards

40

28

27

27

25

25

23

19

16

14

0 10 20 30 40 50

Türkiye

China

Poland

France

Netherlands

India

Egypt

Germany

Brazil

Italy

Notifications

RASFF-Notifications March 2025: Top 10 countries iof origin



 

Safefood-Online Newsletter | Issue: March 2025 | 5 

2. Update on pesticides and contaminants 

 

 

European Environment Agency: 
Mycotoxin exposure in a changing 
European climate  
 

Rising temperatures due to climate change are increasing 

the risk of human exposure to mycotoxins, according to 

the European Environment Agency (EEA). A briefing pub-

lished by the Agency addresses health concerns related to 

mycotoxins and how to combat their spread and prevent 

contamination in a changing European climate. Further in-

formation on the European Environment Agency's briefing 

can be found under this LINK. 

 

 

Report 2024 of the German  
Federal Institute for Risk Assess-
ment (BfR) on the proficiency test 
for the determination of pyrroliz-
idine alkaloids in honey of the Ger-
man Reference Laboratory for My-
cotoxins and Plant Toxins  
 

The German Reference Laboratory (NRL) for mycotoxins 

and plant toxins organised a proficiency test for the 

determination of pyrrolizidines in honey, in which 26 labor-

atories took part. Three honey samples and a standard 

solution were analysed. The concentration tested ranged 

from 0.8 to 84.3 μg/kg. The standard deviation of repro-

ducibility was between 12 and 42 % for PAs and between 

44 and 77 % for the PA-N oxides. 

On average, 88 % of the z-values were within the accepta-

ble range (|z| ≤2. Further information can be found in the 

linked BfR report. 

 

 

Proposal for a regulation on maxi-
mum levels of inorganic arsenic in 
fish and  
 

The EU Commission proposes maximum levels for inor-

ganic arsenic in fish and other seafood (Draft Regulation). 

The proposed maximum levels can be found in the annex 

to the draft regulation. 

The background is the update of the risk assessment of 

chronic dietary exposure to inorganic arsenic in food by 

the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA). The EFSA con-

cludes that the current exposure to inorganic arsenic con-

tinues to give rise to health concerns for consumers. The 

consumption of fish and certain other seafood contributes 

to this exposure. EFSA recommends maximum levels for 

inorganic arsenic for these products. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/mycotoxin-exposure-in-a-changing-european-climate
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/343/determination-of-pyrrolizidine-alkaloids-in-honey.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2025/SPS/EEC/25_01898_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2025/SPS/EEC/25_01898_01_e.pdf
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.8488
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.8488
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3. NEWS – link collection 

 

 

Food Safety 
 

 Gene-edited non-browning banana could cut food 

waste, scientists say 

 

 Australian Government Approves Commercial Release 

of GM Cavendish Banana 

 

 US: Raw cat food recalled after state testing finds con-

tamination with bird flu 

 

 The European Union summary report on antimicrobial 

resistance in zoonotic and indicator bacteria from hu-

mans, animals and food in 2022–2023 

 

 ECDC-EFSA Report: Prolonged cross-border multi-

serovar Salmonella outbreak linked to consumption of 

sprouted seeds 

 

 US: two important food safety committees eliminated: 

The committees are the National Advisory Committee 

on Microbiological Criteria for Food (NACMCF) and 

the National Advisory Committee on Meat and Poultry 

Inspection (NACMPI)  

 

 With regulation 2025/351, the EU tightens the require-

ments on the purity of plastic materials that come into 

contact with food  

 

  EU authorises the production of dealcoholised or-

ganic wine 

 

 At the third attempt, the Polish Council Presidency has 

broken the resistance of the member states against 

the deregulation of crops produced by new genomic 

technologies (NGT). The new draft will enter trilogue 

discussions in April 

 

 Attribution of Salmonella enterica to Food Sources by 

Using Whole-Genome Sequencing Data 

 

 German BfR: Data collection for the EDKAR study on 

the consumption of energy drinks and their health ef-

fects in adolescents completed 

 

 CRISPR/Cas9: a sustainable technology to enhance 

climate resilience in major Staple Crops 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/science/2025/mar/07/gene-edited-non-browning-banana-cut-food-waste-tropic-norwich
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2025/mar/07/gene-edited-non-browning-banana-cut-food-waste-tropic-norwich
https://www.en.krishakjagat.org/global-agriculture/australian-government-approves-commercial-release-of-gm-cavendish-banana/
https://www.en.krishakjagat.org/global-agriculture/australian-government-approves-commercial-release-of-gm-cavendish-banana/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2025/03/raw-cat-food-recalled-after-state-testing-finds-contamination-with-bird-flu/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2025/03/raw-cat-food-recalled-after-state-testing-finds-contamination-with-bird-flu/
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/Joint-EFSA-ECDC-EU-report-AMR-Zoonoses.pdf
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/Joint-EFSA-ECDC-EU-report-AMR-Zoonoses.pdf
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/Joint-EFSA-ECDC-EU-report-AMR-Zoonoses.pdf
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/salmonella-outbreak-sprouted-seeds-outbreak-assessment-march-2025_0.pdf
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/salmonella-outbreak-sprouted-seeds-outbreak-assessment-march-2025_0.pdf
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/salmonella-outbreak-sprouted-seeds-outbreak-assessment-march-2025_0.pdf
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2025/03/president-trump-eliminates-two-key-food-safety-committees/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2025/03/president-trump-eliminates-two-key-food-safety-committees/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2025/03/president-trump-eliminates-two-key-food-safety-committees/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2025/03/president-trump-eliminates-two-key-food-safety-committees/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2025/03/president-trump-eliminates-two-key-food-safety-committees/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202500351&qid=1743346472671
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202500351&qid=1743346472671
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202500351&qid=1743346472671
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/DE/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202500405
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/DE/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202500405
https://european-biotechnology.com/latest-news/poland-breaks-opposition-to-eu-ngt-deregulation/
https://european-biotechnology.com/latest-news/poland-breaks-opposition-to-eu-ngt-deregulation/
https://european-biotechnology.com/latest-news/poland-breaks-opposition-to-eu-ngt-deregulation/
https://european-biotechnology.com/latest-news/poland-breaks-opposition-to-eu-ngt-deregulation/
https://european-biotechnology.com/latest-news/poland-breaks-opposition-to-eu-ngt-deregulation/
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/31/4/24-1172_article
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/31/4/24-1172_article
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/edkar-study-data-collection-on-the-consumption-of-energy-drinks-and-their-health-effects-in-adolescents-completed.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/edkar-study-data-collection-on-the-consumption-of-energy-drinks-and-their-health-effects-in-adolescents-completed.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/edkar-study-data-collection-on-the-consumption-of-energy-drinks-and-their-health-effects-in-adolescents-completed.pdf
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/genome-editing/articles/10.3389/fgeed.2025.1533197/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/genome-editing/articles/10.3389/fgeed.2025.1533197/full
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3. NEWS – link collection 

 

 

Food Fraud 
 

 Portuguese authorities have uncovered illegal slaugh-

ter operations, olive oil fraud, and food unfit for con-

sumption in various operations during recent months 

 

 Food Authenticity Network (FAN): Food Fraud Report 

2024 

 

 Dairy Reporter: the most targeted food products re-

garding food fraud 

 

 Spanish tourist uncovers large-scale Rioja wine fraud 

in Asia 

 

 EU Agri-Food Fraud Suspicions February 2025 

 

 Food Standard Agency (FDA): The National Food 

Crime Unit is asking businesses along the food supply 

chain to be conscious of fraudulent laboratory test re-

sults being used as a method to facilitate potential 

food crime 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Consortium for the Protection of Mozzarella di 

Bufala Campana DOP reported 475 cases of counter-

feit buffalo mozzarella sold online in 2024   

 

 Advances to prevent food fraud in the consumption of 

virgin olive oil and pine nuts 

 

https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2025/03/asae-operations-target-slaughter-storage-and-olive-oil/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2025/03/asae-operations-target-slaughter-storage-and-olive-oil/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2025/03/asae-operations-target-slaughter-storage-and-olive-oil/
https://documents.foodauthenticity.global/index.php/mnu-arts/fan-2024-global-food-fraud-report/viewdocument/129
https://documents.foodauthenticity.global/index.php/mnu-arts/fan-2024-global-food-fraud-report/viewdocument/129
https://www.dairyreporter.com/Article/2025/03/06/the-most-adulterated-foods/
https://www.dairyreporter.com/Article/2025/03/06/the-most-adulterated-foods/
https://inspain.news/spanish-tourist-uncovers-large-scale-rioja-wine-fraud-in-asia/
https://inspain.news/spanish-tourist-uncovers-large-scale-rioja-wine-fraud-in-asia/
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/d5cfa85c-7d25-4408-99c5-86bea1d3d1e3_en?filename=ff_ffn_monthly-report_202502.pdf
https://documents.foodauthenticity.global/index.php/mnu-arts/nfcu-2025-a003-risk-of-document-fraud-in-laboratory-results/viewdocument/126
https://documents.foodauthenticity.global/index.php/mnu-arts/nfcu-2025-a003-risk-of-document-fraud-in-laboratory-results/viewdocument/126
https://documents.foodauthenticity.global/index.php/mnu-arts/nfcu-2025-a003-risk-of-document-fraud-in-laboratory-results/viewdocument/126
https://documents.foodauthenticity.global/index.php/mnu-arts/nfcu-2025-a003-risk-of-document-fraud-in-laboratory-results/viewdocument/126
https://documents.foodauthenticity.global/index.php/mnu-arts/nfcu-2025-a003-risk-of-document-fraud-in-laboratory-results/viewdocument/126
https://quifinanza.it/lifestyle/food-economy/mozzarella-bufala-dop-falsa-ritiro/879908/
https://quifinanza.it/lifestyle/food-economy/mozzarella-bufala-dop-falsa-ritiro/879908/
https://quifinanza.it/lifestyle/food-economy/mozzarella-bufala-dop-falsa-ritiro/879908/
https://web.ub.edu/en/web/actualitat/w/frau-alimentari-oli-pinyons
https://web.ub.edu/en/web/actualitat/w/frau-alimentari-oli-pinyons
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4. Topic of the month 

 

The digitalisation of administrative assistance and collaboration in the 
European Economic Area is moving forward 

 

As part of the presentation of the Annual Report 2023 of the Alert and Coop-

eration Network (ACN) we mentioned in the Safefood-Online Newsletter for 

October 2024 that a plant health network had been integrated into the ACN. 

Two networks for pets (Pet Animal Network - PAN) and animal welfare (Ani-

mal Welfare Network - AWN) are now also integrated into the ACN. 

 

The Administrative Assistance and Cooperation Network (AAC) serves to ex-

change information on non-compliance with EU regulations relating to food, 

feed plant protection and animals and does not constitute a risk reportable 

under the RASFF or a food fraud case (FFN). 

 

As reported by the Federal Office of Consumer Protection and Food Safety, 

the authorities have exchanged over 3,200 notifications in the AAC. One third 

of the notifications were submitted by the German authorities. 

 

Below is an overview of the notifications in the ACN for the year 2024: 

 

 

Source: EU-Commission 

To enlarge please click on the chart. 

 

 

Feedback 
Please forward your sug-

gestions, questions and re-

quests regarding this 

newsletter directly to:  

info@safefood-online.de 

https://safefood-online.com/downloads/redir?id=147
https://safefood-online.com/downloads/redir?id=147
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/267bd0aa-ba74-4681-8fed-1442072a4b58_en?filename=acn_report_2024_overview.pdf
mailto:info@safefood-online.de
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 Imprint 

 

 

 

 

Safefood-Online GmbH 

Birkenweg 18 

D-68723 Schwetzingen 

 

Phone: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 697 

Fax: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 696 

E-Mail: info@safefood-online.de 

Internet: www.safefood-online.de 

Personally liable partner:  

Dr. Bernhard Müller 

 

Registered Office: Schwetzingen  

Commercial Register: Amtsgericht Mannheim, 

HRB 710365 

 

Sales tax identification number according to § 27a  

sales tax law: DE 274 106 454 

 

Responsible according to § 55 paragraph 2 RStV:  

Dr. Bernhard Müller 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: Despite careful content control we assume no liability for 

the content of external links. For the content of linked pages their  

operators are responsible. 

 

General use policies: 

1. The company safefood-online GmbH (in the following “safefood-

online” called), Birkenweg.18 business address, D-68723 Schwetz-

ingen, operates under the Internet address www.safefood-online.de a 

website on the Internet, that provides information and communica-

tion. The object of the enterprise is the maintenance  

of an Internet database for the representation of risk assessment  

and food safety.  

 

2. As a provider of a teleservice safefood-online personal information 

(details about personal or factual circumstances of an identified or 

identifiable person) will collect only so much or use as is necessary  

to execute the teleservice (stock data). The processing and use of in-

ventory data for other purposes only if you as the user grant your ex-

press consent. Neither of us using the website is considered as con-

sent, nor is the use of safefood-online-site of the issuance of your 

agreement.  

 

3. You have the right to have your consent to the storage, processing 

and use of your data at any time to revoke, effective for the future.  

The withdrawal may be made in writing or electronically. Do you want 

to withdraw your consent, please send an e-mail to info@safefood-

online.de  

 

4. Responsibility for Content 

a. safefood-online is to its own website content according to  

general laws.  

 

b. For third-party content that is hosted in the website to use, safe-

food-online is only responsible, it is aware of the contents and the 

technical and reasonable possibility exists to prevent  

its use.  

c. Liability for external content, which is only accessible from our 

safefood-online, is excluded. The automatic and temporary stor-

age of external content due to user query is regarded as access 

mediation. We assume no liability or guarantee for the content of 

Internet sites to which our website refers directly or indirectly. Vis-

itors follow links to other websites and homepages at their own 

risk and use them in accordance with the terms and conditions of 

those sites.  

d. Obligations to restrict the usage of illicit content according to 

general laws remains unaffected if safefood-online, while main-

taining the secrecy of telecommunications pursuant to  

§ 88 TKG of such contents and the bar is technically possible  

and reasonable. 

 

5. Legal Notices 

The company safefood-online strives to provide on this website is 

accurate and complete information available. However, it as-

sumes no liability or guarantee for the topicality, correctness and 

completeness of the information provided. We reserve the right, 

without prior notice, changes or additions to the information pro-

vided.  

 

6. Copyrights 

The content of this website is protected by copyright. Safefood-

online visitors, however, granted the right to store on this website 

in whole or text and reproduce. For copyright reasons, the storage 

and reproduction of images or graphics on this site is prohibited.  

http://www.safefood-online.de/

